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You’re thinking about purchasing a used car. You’ve budgeted for the most beautiful body style, pinpointed the perfect paint color, 
and even made a top ten list of your must-have technology features. But that’s hardly everything you need before you’re ready to 
sign on the dotted line. Did you even consider the dealership’s inventory size? What about certification programs? Warranties? 
Trade-in values? 

If you haven’t gotten around to tackling some of these questions, don’t feel bad. Most car buyers rarely think of these factors when 
conducting their vehicle research. That’s why we’re here to help with this useful guide, 5 Things You Need to Know Before Buying 
a Used Car. Here’s a quick look at what you’ll learn:

• The benefits of a certified pre-owned vehicle
• Why inventory size matters
• How to conduct a proper test drive
• Getting the most for your trade-in
• Understanding warranties and buyback programs

To get started, let’s take a closer look at what makes a certified pre-owned (CPO) vehicle worth looking into. 

1. CPO Vehicles Offer Peace of Mind 
Although every CPO vehicle is technically used, not every used vehicle qualifies to be CPO. There are many factors that go into 
making a vehicle certified, starting with a thorough multipoint inspection. For Honda vehicles, this inspection covers 182 points in 
order to ensure that the vehicle is in premium condition. Any components that aren’t up to muster are professionally repaired or 
replaced. 

On top of that, in order for a Honda to achieve certification, it must be under six years old and have fewer than 80,000 miles on it. 
Honda also offers a 7-year*/100,000 total odometer mile (whichever occurs first) powertrain limited warranty covering the major 
components of the vehicle. This additional security and peace of mind are two of the many things that distinguish a CPO vehicle 
from other used cars on the lot. 

Be sure to ask about the particular certification program offered. As a reference, here’s a snapshot of the Honda Certified  
Pre-Owned Program:

•  7-year*/100,000 total odometer mile (whichever occurs first) powertrain limited warranty
• 182-point vehicle quality inspection
• Special financing rate with Honda Financial Services on select models
• Free vehicle history report
• Free SiriusXM® Radio trial for three months†
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2. Selection Matters
There are few things more frustrating than heading to a 
dealership to shop for a used car only to find out that they have 
just a handful of models within your price range. When shopping 
for a car, variety plays a huge factor in where you should go. The 
more options a dealership has for you to choose from, the more 
likely you are to find a vehicle that fits all of your search criteria. 

Take the time to explore the inventories of each dealership 
you’re considering working with. Be sure to check their used 
inventories and their CPO inventories if they have them 
separated on their website. Play around with the different 
search functions to find a few potential models you’d actually 
be interested in. Take a mental note of which dealership has a 
sizeable inventory for you to choose from. 

3. How to Conduct a Proper Test Drive
The test drive is one of the most important aspects of your used car research process and one of the easiest steps to rush through. Most 
drivers will get into a vehicle, let the sales representative show them a few features, and then take it for a quick trip around the block. However, 
that’s not exactly thorough when it comes to a test drive. 

You want to make sure you check under the hood, in the trunk, and in the cabin for signs of damage or rust. While you might not be a 
professional mechanic, you should be able to tell when something doesn’t seem right. You also want to think about your needs. Is the trunk 
large enough for your kid’s soccer gear? Can it fit your guitar amp? Think about your monthly routine and if the car you’re looking at can meet 
those unique requirements. 

Aesthetics and cargo space aside, there are a number of other factors you should be checking during the actual test drive. They include 
getting the vehicle up to a speed of at least 40 mph (traffic permitting), making turns, braking from a speed of at least 40 mph (traffic 
permitting), and testing the air conditioning, turn signals, and other features. Try using a test drive checklist to make sure you cover the most 
important components when you get to the dealership.

4. Know the Value of Your Trade-In
If you’re like most people, chances are you may be planning to sell your current vehicle to help pay for your next one. It’s not only a great way 
to help reduce the amount you have to finance, but it can also lower your monthly payments. However, before you head to the dealership to 
trade in your car, it’s important to understand how much your vehicle is worth. One popular method is to use online appraisal tools like Kelley 
Blue Book or Autotrader.

Keep in mind that these are only estimates and the actual value of your car will largely depend on the dealership’s official appraisal. It’s also 
important to remember that few cars meet the criteria to receive the top value given by online appraisal tools. These estimates are typically 
used for models that are in premium condition, free of defects and blemishes. So don’t be surprised when a dealership appraises your vehicle 
at a different amount.

However, that’s not to say there aren’t things you can do to help increase the value of your trade-in. For example, fixing minor dents and 
scratches is a relatively inexpensive way to boost your car’s resale value. There are even products available that allow you to repair small 
scratches and dents at home. 

The important thing to remember is that the cost of any repairs you have performed should be covered by the increase in value. It doesn’t 
make sense to spend $300 on repairs if you only see a $100 lift in value. Also, keep in mind that larger dealerships tend to offer higher trade-in 
values since their access to tools and parts helps them cut the cost of servicing the car to make it ready for resale. 
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5. Ask About Warranties and Trial Periods
It’s virtually impossible to know everything about a used car before you buy it. After all, some things might not come up until specific driving 
situations. Perhaps you find out you don’t like the way the windshield wipers work or that the air conditioner was on its last leg. Either way, it’s 
always nice to have the reassurance of a manufacturer warranty or trial period. 

As we mentioned earlier, one of the great aspects of CPO vehicles is that they come backed by a terrific manufacturer warranty covering the 
major components. You also have the peace of mind knowing the vehicle has undergone a thorough multipoint inspection. But what if you 
bought a used car that wasn’t certified? Is there anything you can do?

In short, yes! Some dealerships may offer limited warranties on the used vehicles in their collection. They may even offer a trial period for you 
to test out the car and exchange it for a different model if you decide you’ve changed your mind. 

Be sure to talk to your local used car dealerships to find out what warranties or trial periods are available to you. 

Ready to Buy a Used Car?
Follow these helpful tips and you’ll be better prepared to pick out the perfect used car. Also, don’t forget that the dealership is there as a 
resource for you to use. The staff there are experts and typically have years of experience helping drivers just like you find the vehicles they 
need. So ask questions and don’t be afraid to get a second opinion. 

If you’re ready to start shopping for a used car, you can get started by browsing the inventories of dealerships in your area. Don’t forget to 
check their used and CPO inventories and make sure there’s a few models you’re interested in. 
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