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During the car buying process, you have to make 
a lot of decisions. Before you even step foot in the 
dealership, you have to decide whether you want to 
buy new, used, or certified pre-owned. 

While new vehicles offer brand-new everything, you’ll 
have to pay premium price for all of the features you 
want and will likely lose money if you sell the car 
within few years because of depreciation. 

Used cars can be a great option for those looking 
to save money both now and later, but they can 
present problems when it comes to maintenance and 
warranty coverage. That leaves one more option: 
certified pre-owned vehicles.

Certified pre-owned vehicles are used cars that go 
through a thorough inspection process to ensure their 
viability before being offered for sale. These vehicles 
must meet specific age, mileage, and maintenance 
requirements to be certified. Often they’re refurbished 
by the dealership before being put up for sale to 
ensure they’re in great working order for their next 
owner. 

Is a Certified Pre-Owned Vehicle
Right for You?
The key to making the right decision as far as your 
next vehicle purchase is taking the time to thoroughly 
research your options. 

When it comes to purchasing your next vehicle, you 
have three choices: new, used, or certified pre-owned. 
The pros and cons of buying new and used are well 
documented, so let’s take a closer look at the benefits 
and challenges of buying a certified pre-owned 
vehicle.

Benefits

Certified pre-owned vehicles go through a strict and 
thorough vehicle inspection prior to being certified. 
Each manufacturer has a different list of inspection 
items, but they’re all designed to ensure that the 
vehicle will last. 

Many certified pre-owned vehicles also come with an 
extended manufacturer warranty. These usually span 
12 to 24 months from the date of purchase and cover 
major repairs and services, such as if the transmission 
or engine fails. 

Because many of these vehicles have been 
refurbished to meet the certification standards, you 
can trust that they’re in good working order when 
you’re shopping. 

Depending on the manufacturer and the dealership, 
the vehicle may also come with added benefits you 
won’t get with a used vehicle, such as free roadside 
assistance, complimentary loaner vehicles, or add-on 
services such as a satellite radio subscription.

Challenges

While choosing certified pre-owned certainly comes 
with plenty of benefits, you’ll also want to remember 
that just because it’s certified doesn’t mean it’s new. 
All certified pre-owned vehicles are used vehicles, so 
you’ll still want to check the vehicle for damage, wear 

Why Buy
Certified?

1

BramanHondaPB.com



and tear, and other signs of mistreatment. The vehicle 
inspection is designed to ensure that the vehicle is 
running well, but you should still look out for red flags 
such as exterior damage, including paint chips or 
dents.

In addition, you’ll want to make sure you get good 
warranty coverage on your certified pre-owned 
vehicle so you don’t have to worry about problems 
down the road. A good powertrain warranty, roadside 
assistance, and a limited warranty are common perks 
for certified pre-owned vehicle purchases.

What to Look for in a Certified  
Pre-Owned Vehicle

Just because the vehicle has been inspected by 
the dealership doesn’t mean you shouldn’t take a 
closer look yourself. Whenever you’re making a large 
purchase, you want to make sure it’s a good buy. 
Here’s a list of five things to look for while you’re 
shopping.

CARFAX Vehicle History Report

This report will usually tell you if the vehicle has been 
in any major accidents and has had any major work 
done. The CARFAX report should indicate whether 
the vehicle has experienced the following:

• Mileage rollback or rollover 
• Structural damage 
• Major accident 
• Multiple owners 
• Flood damage 
• Airbag deployment

The CarFax report should also reveal whether the 
vehicle was owned by the state, or used as a leasing 
vehicle, a taxi, or for police purposes. 

This information can be helpful so you know whether 
you’re willing to take the risk on the vehicle. With 
important details such as length of ownership, 
warranty information, and recall information, you’ll be 
able to make an educated decision about the vehicle 
you’re considering.

Mechanic’s Inspection

Vehicle inspections vary depending on the 
manufacturer, the dealership you’re considering, and 
the actual state of the vehicle. Most factory-certified 
pre-owned vehicles go through an inspection, receive 
any necessary repairs, and come with an extensive 
and inclusive manufacturer warranty. 

Warranty Coverage

Certified pre-owned vehicles come with some sort 
of warranty coverage. Before signing on the dotted 
line or agreeing to anything, be sure to take a close 
look at what’s covered in the warranty. You’ll want to 
check for coverage related to the engine, powertrain, 
brakes, and tires. While brakes and tires aren’t 
always covered, if the vehicle has had recent parts 
replacements or repairs, you may be able to negotiate 
that part. Be sure that you’re 100% comfortable with 
the warranty coverage before moving on with the 
purchase.

Cosmetic Wear and Tear

Look around the interior and exterior of the vehicle 
and check for any damage. On the exterior, make sure 
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the paint is even, smooth, and the same color. Look at 
the tires to make sure there’s enough tread and that 
they’ll last you for a little while. Also check for dents, 
scratches, and blemishes. 

If you spot something you don’t feel comfortable with, 
talk to the salesperson and see if you can have it fixed 
prior to delivery. Sometimes the dealership will have 
these repairs made prior to the sale. 

Also look inside and make sure the vehicle is clean 
and in a good state of repair. Also pay attention to the 
way the interior of the vehicle smells. It’s a good idea 
to take the test drive with the windows up so you can 
get the regular everyday experience. If you’re not a 
smoker and you’re buying a vehicle that smells heavily 
of smoke, that may bother you in the long run.

Regular Maintenance History

Sometimes the dealership will have a copy of the 
vehicle’s maintenance history. If the vehicle was a 
leased vehicle or received all of its maintenance from 
that particular dealership, you’re probably in luck. If 
not, take a close look at the warning signs to know how 
well the vehicle was maintained. This means checking 
the oil dipstick for the oil level and state of the oil. If 
it’s clumpy, separated, or a dark brown color, you may 
want to ask a few more questions.

How to Choose Your Certified  
Pre-Owned Dealer

When it’s finally time to begin your car buying journey, 
you want to choose the dealership that’s right for you. 
There are a few things you’ll want to look for as you’re 
shopping for a great certified pre-owned car dealer 
near you.

Brands Offered

Take a close look at all of the brands the dealer offers. 
Certified pre-owned vehicles should come from a 
dealership that sells new vehicles of the same brand. 
These vehicles will go through a stringent vehicle 
inspection. 

Size of Inventory

Whenever you’re making a large purchase, you want to 
make sure you have plenty of options to choose from. 
So look online at the dealership’s inventory of certified 
pre-owned vehicles. Make sure you have a few choices 
and print out the ones you like and bring them with 
you to the dealership. You can schedule a test drive 
in advance so you don’t have to worry about waiting 
once you get to the dealership.

Dealership Reputation

Ask friends, family, colleagues, and neighbors about 
the dealership you’re considering. Make sure the 
dealership has a good reputation for high-quality 
vehicles and a trained staff of automotive service 
professionals and that they provide excellent customer 
service. All of these will ensure that you have a good 
experience and that you can trust the vehicle you’re 
purchasing is in excellent shape.

Convenience

Finally, take a look at the dealership’s convenience. Are 
they located close to your home? Do they offer online 
scheduling for service appointments? Do they offer 
convenient hours that work with your schedule? All of 
these are important for your ongoing relationship with 
the dealership.
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$500 OFF
MSRP on Any New 

Honda Vehicle 

Must present printed coupon at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
Valid only at Braman Honda. Excludes Honda Fit. 
Offer expires December 31, 2018.

(With This Coupon)

$250 OFF
Any Pre-Owned 

Vehicle
(With This Coupon)

Must present printed coupon at time of 
purchase. Cannot be combined with any 
other offers. Valid only at Braman Honda. 
Offer expires December 31, 2018.
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What’s Your Peace of Mind Worth?

Overall, certified pre-owned vehicles offer what used 
vehicles simply can’t: peace of mind. When you buy 
a vehicle that has been refurbished, received all of 
the necessary repairs, and is covered by a warranty, 
you’ll feel comfortable knowing that the vehicle you 
purchased is in good shape. 

In the event that there’s a problem with the vehicle, 
it will probably be covered by the warranty that 
comes with a certified pre-owned vehicle.
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