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If you’re in the market for a stylish car that’s equipped with loads of 
safety and technology features, that also fits within your budget, a 
compact car may be the choice for you.

Compact cars have significantly evolved over recent years. These days 
they offer drivers a practical option for a vehicle that’s fun to drive, 
yet safe and easy to control. While they may be smaller, they can still 
have a spacious, comfortable interior. With so many different makes 
and models, finding the perfect compact car for you can seem like an 
overwhelming process. We’ve created this education e-book to help 
you narrow down your options.
 
If you are looking for a new compact car but don’t know which one 
is best for you or where to start, this cheat sheet will serve you well. 
We’ll walk you through six steps to finding the right compact car for 

your needs and lifestyle, and provide an overview of the options and 
features offered by Honda’s line of compact cars. 

Selecting Your Next Compact Car – 
a Cheat Sheet
As you begin the search for your next compact vehicle, there are some 
things you need to consider before making a decision. Let’s call this 
your cheat sheet. Hopefully it will make your decision a little easier. 
Looking at these specific areas should give you a much better idea of 
which make and model will be the right fit for you.

The six steps are as follows:
Value – Ensuring the car you choose has excellent value is one of 
the most important considerations when you are contemplating 
the purchase of a new car. Everyone wants to get the most for their 
money. A vehicle, even a compact one, is a pretty large investment, so 
let’s take a look at some criteria to research and questions to ask your 
local dealership sales representative in order to understand the value 
of a compact car.

• How long has the manufacturer been producing cars and other 
quality vehicles? What’s their reputation for a valuable vehicle?

• How has the manufacturer been improving their compact cars 
over the years? 

• Where are the cars manufactured? 
• Are there any notable recalls or reliability issues to be aware of?

Critics’ Ratings – One of the best ways to judge a car is by what 
the critics say about it. Before purchasing a compact car, check out 
companies such as J.D. Power, U.S. News, and other rating agencies to 
see what type of compact cars consistently bring home high honors. 
Don’t just take the manufacturer’s word, or the word of the car dealer, 
listen to the experts. Selecting your next compact car will be easy 
when you compare the rating charts.

Trust – Because compact cars are some of the smallest cars on the 
road, it’s even more important to ensure that it’s equipped with the 
proper safety features. Before test driving your next compact car, take 
the time to review all of the car’s standard safety features and compare 
it with your list of must-haves.

It’s also important to take a look at any awards the manufacturer has 
won based on their cars’ safety, reliability, and trust. A great place 
to start is to see who has won the achievement of Most Trusted Car 
Brand which is awarded by Kelley Blue Book’s Brand Image Awards.
  
Lastly, you’ll want a vehicle you can trust because the car has to be 
there and perform when you need it to. But beyond what the experts 
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say, what do you need your vehicle to do? 
• Provide great value and service 
• Get you from point A to point B, and C, and D, and wherever 

else you need to go
• Be easy on your pocketbook and the environment
• To be safe

Environment – Nobody wants to pollute the planet more than they 
have to. Of course cars and trucks are going to negatively affect the 
environment to a certain extent, but recently, many manufactures 
have designed these vehicles to impact the planet as minimally as 
possible.

Here are a few things to consider when searching for an 
environmentally friendly car and green manufacturer:
• Information about how the manufacturer has taken steps to 

reduce CO2 emissions
• Winners of America’s Greenest Automaker by the Union of 

Concerned Scientists
• The manufacturer’s EPA ranking for fuel economy

Think about how important it is to you to purchase a car 
manufactured by a company that is socially responsible, has a 
commitment to the environment, and gives back to the communities 
where they do business. 

Safety – There can be no higher ideal when making automobiles 
than building them to be safe. Before even considering a new car, talk 
to your local dealership representative about the manufacturer and 
the compact car you’re interested in. What are the standard safety 
features? How has the manufacturer evolved to continuously improve 
their cars’ safety?

You’ll want to make sure the company making the cars has proven 
that safety is a major focus for continuous improvement. Don’t forget 
to do your research! Check out the industry-leading manufacturers in 
safety.

Check Them Out – What’s the best way to find out about a 
vehicle? Don’t just read about them and watch commercials, go on 
down to your local dealership and have some fun exploring the lot 
and taking a few test drives! 
• Walk all around the cars
• Sit in the car (driver’s seat and the passenger seats) and take 

everything in
• Watch people as they check out the other vehicles on the lot
• Talk to a salesperson
• Get the keys and take a test drive 

Honda Compact Cars

If a compact car is the right choice for your needs and lifestyle, be 
sure to check out Honda’s line of reliable compact cars.

Honda offers five different compact cars to meet the needs and 
preferences of many different drivers. In essence, Honda offer’s 
something for everyone:
2015 Honda Civic – Available as a coupe or a sedan, and in four 
different trim levels: the comfortable LX, SE, spacious EX, luxurious 
EX-L, and sporty Si. Undoubtedly, the Civic is still the world’s 
standard for small cars. 

2015 Honda Civic Hybrid – If you’d like the comfort and 
convenience of a Civic, but with better fuel mileage, the Hybrid is an 
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excellent option. Befitting its advanced powertrain, you can also add 
sensor-based safety systems to the Hybrid, which protect you from 
straying outside of your lane and from rear-ending the car in front 
of you.

2015 Honda CR-Z – The modern incarnation of the much-loved 
CRX, the CR-Z has a hatchback, two seats, and a hybrid powertrain 
so you can have fun without compromising your commitment to a 
greener Earth.

2015 Honda Fit – This subcompact offers enough room for 
four adults and cargo, features a great price, and a nimble handling 
chassis. 

2014 Honda Insight – The Insight offers great fuel economy, 
room for passengers, and a unique feature in hybrids – it’s actually 
fun to drive!

Major Features of Honda Compacts
Some of the major features of these vehicles are:
• Base prices from $15,000 to $20,000 ($24,000 for the Civic 

Hybrid)
• Capable engines with excellent performance for vehicles of this 

size
• Fuel economies that compare favorably with industry peers
• Superior handling and steering
• Stylish exteriors
• Roomy and well-appointed interiors
• Overall ratings that show quality in all models
• Safety features that are second-to-none
• More reliability than comparable vehicles from competitors
• Overall performance that competes well with other compact 

cars (and even some mid-size vehicles)
• Excellent track record of producing compact cars for many 

decades

The overall quality and features of Honda’s compact cars gives them 
a leg up on other smaller vehicles. Honda’s long record of building 

great compact cars makes them an industry leader deserving of 
serious consideration when you are in the market for a compact car.

Honda’s Value
Honda introduced the Civic in 1972, and has since been producing 
quality compact vehicles that millions of people worldwide have 
trusted and become devoted followers of. 

With a commitment to value and reliability, Honda regularly 
invests five percent of its global revenues annually into research 
and development. This ensures that the quality you see in company 
products today will also be there tomorrow, and for many 
generations to come.

Another important note to point out is that many Honda vehicles 
sold here in the United States have also been developed here from 
the ground up. This means Honda engineers know what Americans 
like and want. Honda vehicles are not designed in a foreign country 
and shipped here with hopes that the American people will like 
them. 

Honda’s Critic’s Ratings
Honda’s ranking and ratings are always high on everyone’s lists. 
Companies such as J.D. Power, U.S. News, and other agencies 
consistently rate Honda’s compact cars very high. Here are some 
other notable Honda achievements and ratings:
• U.S. News scores the Honda Civic as an 8.5 out of 10
• The 2014 Civic Sedan was listed as an Edmunds.com Top Rated 

Vehicle
• The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety awarded the Civic its 

Top Safety Pick+ award 
• Kelley Blue Book named Honda the Most Trusted Brand in 

2014, the third year in a row it’s won this impressive award
• The Honda Fit was named a 2014 Most Popular vehicle on 

Edmunds.com
• Kelley Blue Book also named Honda as the Best Overall Brand 

in its 2014 Brand Image Awards
• I think you get the picture when it comes to rankings, ratings, 

and awards for Honda’s compact vehicles. This just gives you a 
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small glimpse of what others think of the company’s vehicles.
Honda’s Green Innovations 
Of course cars and trucks are going to have some effect on the 
environment, but Honda engineers strive to design these vehicles to 
impact the planet as little as possible. You can ride in your Honda 
knowing you bought a vehicle from a manufacturer that is doing all 
it can to be friendly to Mother Earth. 
• Honda has set a target to reduce CO2 emissions over levels seen 

in the year 2000 by the year 2020.
• Honda has been named America’s Greenest Automaker by the 

Union of Concerned Scientists.
• Honda has been ranked by the EPA as having the best fuel 

economy in 21 of the past 36 years.
• Honda also leads all automakers in the country in green 

buildings.
• The Insight was specifically named one of the Greenest Vehicles 

of 2014 by the American Council for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy (ACEEE)

Along with its commitment to the environment, Honda is a socially 
responsible company you can count on. They give back to the 
communities where they do business. The company believes they 
have a responsibility to do what they can to help others, and they do 
a great job of showing it. 
• Honda is involved in The Trust for the National Mall.
• Honda gives to Everybody Wins! Power Lunch, a literacy and 

mentoring program that has helped thousands of people.
• If there’s a way Honda can help, they always make an effort. This 

shows the commitment the company has to its customers and 
people who need help the most. 

Honda’s Trust and Safety
Honda added many of their safety features before they were federally 
mandated to do so. As a matter of fact, Honda has been an industry 
leader in safety for years. 
Here are a few ways Honda has kept their drivers’ safety a top 
priority:

• Honda installed rearview cameras prior to federal regulations
• The company pioneered the system that alerts drivers to the 

risk of a collision by applying the brakes and tensioning the seat 
belts 

• In 2006, Honda installed an airbag on a motorcycle
• All Honda compact cars have satisfactory safety ratings and 

many hold five-star ratings in various categories

In recognition of Honda’s dependability and reliability, Honda was 
awarded the Most Trusted Brand by Kelley Blue Book.
Selecting Your Next Compact Car 
Making the perfect compact car purchase does not have to be a 
stressful process, especially if you follow this six-step cheat sheet.

So whether you’re only considering a compact car, or trying 
to decide which specific model to purchase, your local Honda 
dealership can be an invaluable resource. Be sure to call or visit your 
local Honda dealership to get all your questions answered and to test 
drive a Fit, Civic, CR-Z, or Insight.
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$500 OFF
MSRP on Any New 

Honda Vehicle 

Must present printed coupon at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Valid 
only at Braman Honda. Excludes Honda Fit.  
Offer expires December 31, 2018.

(With This Coupon)

$250 OFF
Any Pre-Owned 

Vehicle
(With This Coupon)

Must present printed coupon at time of 
purchase. Cannot be combined with any 
other offers. Valid only at Braman Honda. 
Offer expires December 31, 2018.


