
BramanHondaPB.com    561-790-8570 1

THE TOP QUESTIONS TO ASK 
WHEN BUYING  
A USED CAR

5200 Lake Worth Rd, Greenacres, FL 33463 
BramanHondaPB.com    561-790-8570



BramanHondaPB.com    561-790-8570 2

There are plenty of reasons why drivers might choose to buy a used car over a brand-new car. One of the biggest has to do with  
the car’s value and our investment in it.

Experts estimate that a car can lose close to 20% of its initial value in the first year of ownership. That’s 20% of your investment,  
simply lost.

A pre-owned vehicle has already gone through the worst of its up-front depreciation. So, your investment won’t take a big initial hit. 
Over the years, your payments will even be lower.

All around, used cars are a more economical choice. Before you select yours, there are some key questions you should be  
asking to ensure you make the most of your purchase. Let’s take a look at them now.

How old is the car and how many miles are on it?
Your first order of business when purchasing a used car is to determine just how old it is. Some drivers may be looking for a car that  
is closer to new, while others may have little care if the car is very old.

One thing about a newer car is that you’ll have some more up-to-date technological perks to look forward to. Safety and infotainment 
systems should all be closer to current market trends. If you’re very interested in a car with gadgets, this is going to be a big boon.

As for performance, however, age isn’t a perfect indicator on its own. An older model that was lightly used and well-maintained should 
drive very smoothly. A car that has an excess of miles on it, on the other hand, is more likely to have incurred wear and tear (that could 
lead to parts malfunctioning). 

How many miles should the car have on it?

About 12,000 miles per year is now considered to be the average for drivers. So, it’s easy enough to do the math there. If the  
pre-owned model you’re looking at is three years old but has 60,000 miles on it, you can be certain it was used pretty heavily.  
This may pose more of a risk for individual components down the line.
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What is the accident and service history?
In order to determine what kind of shape the car is really in, you’ll need to learn a bit about its accident and service history. If you’re 
buying from a dealership, these things are likely readily available. If you are buying from an independent seller, however, there’s no 
guarantee that there will be transparency (or organized records). 

At the dealership, all you really need to do is ask for a history report (if the team member hasn’t already offered it). They’ll provide you 
with a CARFAX® or similar report that lets you know if the car was in any accidents with its previous owner.

Service history records may be a bit rarer, but there are cases where the dealership has those, as well. If they do, that’s a great sign. 
That means the car was serviced regularly and at a certified mechanic as opposed to by the owner or one of their friends. There’s more 
quality assurance in the case of the former. 

What is the condition of key vehicle components?
There are certain important car components that are more likely to incur wear than others. We’ll break down what these are and why 
you should be inquiring about them specifically.  

Tire Tread
Having adequate tread in your tires is of the utmost importance. This is what will wick away water and snow, and ensure that your car 
has good grip on slick roads. Without good tread, your vehicle safety may be compromised.

Anything less than 1/16th of an inch of tread is cause for a new set of tires. As we know, those can be expensive. When looking at your 
used car, check the tread to make sure they won’t need to be replaced for some time yet.
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Brake Pads
The brakes are another feature that are vital to your safety on the road. They’re comprised of three parts: calipers, rotors,  
and brake pads. 

The brake pads are the parts that are quickest to deteriorate out of the entire brake system. This is especially true if the driver  
rides them unnecessarily hard. 

Be sure to inquire about brake pads before purchasing a car. You can also check them yourself, if you know how to look.  
If they’re less than a quarter of an inch thick, they will need to be replaced. 

Wheel Alignment
A wheel alignment is a pretty simple bit of maintenance. It’s an adjustment to the car’s suspension that properly angles your tires  
and keeps the car on a straight path. When the alignment is out of whack (say from driving over potholes and bumpy roads),  
your car may list to one side when coming to a stop. Improper alignment can permanently damage wheels over time.

As the alignment should be performed every two years or so, ask the dealership when was the last time it was done.  
Symptoms of an improper alignment should also make themselves known during your test drive.

Can you take the car for a test drive?
Speaking of that test drive, you should never commit to purchasing a car without one! Any dealership will recommend it.  
Private sellers, meanwhile, might try to sell the car to you on face-value alone. 

The test drive is an imperative part of the car-buying process. You can’t know if the vehicle will fit into your daily routine unless  
you can actually feel it. Here are some of the key things to look for while you have it out for a spin:

  Engine response

Brake efficacy

Handling

Ease of parking and maneuverability 

Headroom, legroom, and cargo space
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This is one area where it’s definitely helpful to have a friend or partner along with you to chip in their two cents. Have your companion 
sit in the backseat during the test drive. Afterwards, ask them if the car felt comfortable to them.

Is the car certified?
Another great question to ask about the used car you’re looking at is whether it is certified or not.

Certified Pre-Owned (CPO) cars are typically of a relatively newer year and may be lower in mileage. When they returned to  
the dealership (often at the end of a lease), they were thoroughly inspected, refurbished, and then certified by the manufacturer. 

The certification process can increase your peace of mind in two big ways. First, refurbishment means that any parts found to be  
worn during the inspection were repaired or replaced with something completely new. Secondly, that refurbishment allowed the car 
to qualify for an extended warranty. The warranty may be something that you’ll pay more for, however, the reassurance it offers is 
definitely worth it. 

The dealership will probably let you know right away if the car is a CPO model or not. If so, you’ll want to ask for details on what  
exactly the warranty entails. 

Are there any signs of smoking or pets?
While you’re in the car during your test drive, you’re not just considering the feel or sound of the car. You should be considering  
the smell of it, too.

If the previous owner was a smoker or often had pets in the car, there’s bound to be some deep-set odors. While an air freshener  
or some Febreze may initially mask these smells, they’ll pop up again over time. Ask the seller about these things, inquiring as to  
how meticulously the car may have been cleaned before being put up for sale.  
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Did the car receive any parts or accessories upgrades?
A lot of drivers like to perform a bit of DIY when it comes to their cars. In some cases, this is purely cosmetic. In others, they may  
be upgrading entertainment systems by adding in a new radio or speaker system. 

The most ambitious car owners might attempt to tinker under the hood and add in some new engine parts. While this can improve  
the car’s performance, the quality of parts used can also pose a risk.

Be sure to ask the seller whether the used vehicle you’re looking at has been upgraded with any aftermarket parts (i.e. parts not 
distributed by the car’s manufacturer). 

Speaking of car tech...

Infotainment systems tend to be one of the most common upgrades in a car, as we all like some entertainment while  
we’re on the road. When testing out the car, it would be wise to ask the seller how all the included features work.  
This is especially helpful if the original owner’s manual is not included. 

Start Shopping for Your Next Used Car
Now that you know all the best questions to ask when you’re searching for a used car, you might be ready to jump into the process. 
There’s no reason why you shouldn’t, just as long as you’ve located a dealership that carries the quality models you’re looking for.

Contact your local used car dealer to start shopping for a ride today!




