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With so many new vehicles on the market today, the idea of what used vehicles consist of has been completely changed. Now, you  
can purchase a used car that’s only been on the road for a year or two and features all the latest technologies you’ve been dying  
to have at your fingertips. 

And if you’re purchasing a car for the very first time, you’ll want to be sure you’re getting the most bang for your buck. Fortunately, 
dealerships offer affordable prices and plenty of optional amenities on any used car of your choice. 

Let’s discover more about the bevy of benefits to be reaped by purchasing a used car and how this option is ideal for first-time car 
buyers. Continue reading through this guide to purchasing a used vehicle!

Lower Price Tag 
The most obvious benefit of purchasing a used car rather than a new one is the price difference. Paying off the purchase of  
a brand-new vehicle is often more expensive than choosing a used option. 

Most financial institutions will require a down payment of at least 10% on a new car loan, and the less cash you put down up front,  
the higher your payments will be every month for the coming few years. 

Cars that were manufactured any time in the past 5-10 years are equipped with the industry’s most advanced gadgets and sturdy 
reliability. And with fewer miles than used vehicles of yesteryear, you can feel confident that these vehicles will perform smoothly  
for a lifetime. 

On top of that, these cars are significantly cheaper than their brand-new counterparts, but still offer many of the same advantages.  
It used to be that a car with 100,000 miles on it was a no-go for used car buyers, but that’s no longer the case. 

Newer cars are running for 200,000 miles, which is an entire second lifespan that you can get for a lot less money. Once you find a truly 
reliable and well-maintained used vehicle, you’ll get some serious bang for your buck.

If you’d love to have a certain feature added to your car, it’s a good idea to look for used options that already have that feature added. 
That way, you’ll be able to afford more for the same price or less. Even if you can’t afford that new luxury sports car you’ve been 
dreaming of, you might be able to get your hands on one that’s a couple years old.
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Less Depreciation

You’ve probably heard the age-old argument that a new car loses 20% of its value the moment it’s driven off the dealer’s lot. 
Unfortunately, this adage is absolutely true, but what does it really mean for you as a buyer?

Essentially, if you pay $30,000 for a brand-new car, by the time you drive it away, it’s already lost $6,000 in value. Within just the first 
year of ownership, the car can depreciate by as much as 40%! As the owner of the car, this means that when you’re ready for a newer 
car, you won’t be able to sell or trade the vehicle for anywhere near the original price you paid. 

Think of it this way: Would you rather be the one who lost $6,000 on your car purchase, or the one to save that much by 
buying the car after it’s been used for a year?

Sales Tax

Most states subject new cars to state sales tax, but used cars are either significantly lower or completely exempt. Dealerships offer  
the total price of your used car, including your state’s sales tax, so that you understand the full price of your choice. Plus, you can  
also negotiate the price of any pre-owned car so that you can afford your dream automobile.  

These sales taxes can add up to thousands of extra dollars, on top of the manufacturer’s suggested retail price. Be sure to research 
your specific state’s tax laws to discover how much money you can really save by buying used. 

Registration Fees

The fee to legally register your car in your home state is typically based on the price you originally paid to purchase the vehicle.  
Many states have been increasing these fees in recent years in an effort to increase revenue. 

Buying used at a lower initial price will likely lead to a much lower registration fee, which is even more appealing when you remember 
that registration fees are a recurring expense. You can check your state’s specific registration policies to see how often you’ll need  
to update your car’s registration.
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Car Insurance

One of the main considerations in determining the cost of your car’s insurance is the value of the car. Because a used car has already 
depreciated by being driven for a few years, it technically has less monetary value than a new model. 

Since the value is lower, the insurance cost will be less, saving you even more cash in the long run. Plus, after the first couple years  
of being driven, depreciation slows significantly, so as the car’s second owner, you’ll experience less loss to deprecation than if you  
had bought the car new. 

Proven Reliability
One of the most obvious benefits of opting for a used vehicle over a new option is that the automobile you choose has proven  
to be reliable and high-performing on the road. 

When you choose a vehicle that’s already had lots of experience navigating through highways, streets, and boulevards, you’ll 
know that your car will provide you with the same unwavering support and dependability. With the assurance that comes along 
with a roadway veteran, you’ll never doubt that your vehicle will handle anything thrown its way. 

Recent used car models are some of the most capable vehicles on the road. But if you want to be sure that you won’t encounter 
any problems along the way, there are lots of methods to check on information about your car. 

For example, reading reviews from other drivers will point to any common themes between them about anything that’ll need to  
be addressed by a mechanic. With the assistance of these details, you can create a list of cars that fit the specifications you want 
that also have a great proven track record of reliability. 

Built to Last
Cars today are built to drive for hundreds of thousands of miles, so you don’t have to sacrifice reliability and great condition in 
order to find a good deal on a used vehicle. 
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You can even gather reports on a vehicle’s mechanical and repair history, so that you can feel confident that you’re not buying a 
car that hasn’t been properly cared for or that has a hidden mechanical issue that’ll be expensive to repair when it pops up later. 

Certified Pre-Owned

Another option that can give you peace of mind about your used car purchase is the option to buy a certified pre-owned vehicle.  
Most car manufacturers offer these certification programs for some of their used vehicles, which allows them to provide the car with  
a full factory inspection and reconditioning. 

If the car measures up to the specifications necessary for a new car from the manufacturer, then it can become certified pre-owned, 
which will allow you to receive thorough warranty coverage, while still getting the savings of buying used. Most certified pre-owned 
vehicles are less than five years old, so they’re truly almost brand new when restored to factory condition.

Wider Selection
When you buy new, you’re limited to only the models that were released this year or last. Buying used gives you access to an endless 
array of options, and if you’ve got your eye on something specific, you’re more likely to be able to find what you’re looking for. Maybe 
you want something classic, like an old sports car, or something proven to be reliable, like an SUV. No matter what you’re interested  
in, you’ll likely have a wide selection of used options to choose from.

As if that weren’t enough, purchasing a used car also allows you to choose a ride with a particular amenity that may not be included  
in models of recent years. That way, you don’t have to miss out on your favorite features just because they’ve been discontinued. 
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Buying Your Used Vehicle
Now that you’re an expert on the benefits of buying a used car for first-time buyers, you’re ready to start diving into the process!  
Start by budgeting how much you’re willing and able to spend on your car, and then make a list of features that you’ll want your  
vehicle to have, such as all-wheel drive or a sunroof. 

After you’ve created your must-have list, determine which car models and years fall within your budget, and then decide which  
of these meet the criteria you set for the features you want. 

Have these cars been proven reliable by other drivers? You can search your dealer’s website to see what inventory they currently  
have in stock. Once you find a model you love that’s in your price range, don’t forget to take it for a test drive to see how you like it. 
Once you sign your name on the dotted line, you’re ready to drive home in your new-to-you car. Congratulations! 

Must present printed coupon at time of purchase.  
One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined with  
any other offers. Prior sales excluded. Valid only at  
Braman Honda. Offer expires December 31, 2018.

$250 Off Any 
Used Vehicle


