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Our cars are such a major part of our everyday lives and routines that we sometimes take for granted just how essential they are. 
Without the proper care of your vehicle’s many sensitive components, you’ll be landlocked and out of luck.

Your tires, especially, require special attention to keep your car running at peak performance. They are the car’s one single link to the 
road after all, which means they are one of the main aids in your safety.

If you’re not familiar with the ins and outs of car tires, such as how to choose the right set and how to know when they’re too worn to 
drive, take a look at this complete guide to tire maintenance. You’ll be an expert in no time.

How to Know If Your Tires Are Failing
When you first purchase a new vehicle, everything feels so shiny and new that may not have any concern for wear. However, after a 
few years have passed, you may notice that your car is starting to handle a little differently.

For the average set of tires, you should expect to get somewhere between 50-60 thousand miles out of them before the wear starts to 
set in. Many factors can alter this estimate, including:

n The type of driving you’re doing day-to-day (city or highway).

n The smoothness of road surfaces.

n Regional climate (extreme temperatures can damage tire compounds).

It’s a wise idea to have your tires visually inspected at every service. However, as you near this mile marker, there are many signs you 
can look for on your own to indicate tire wear.

Cracks and Cuts

The more worn your tires become, the more visible the signs will be. At some point, you may start to notice cracks and cuts in the 
sidewall rubber. This is often a precursor to a leak and may even trigger a tire blowout.
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Vibrations

When your steering wheel starts to vibrate as you drive, it can be indicative of a few different issues in your vehicle. Most often though, 
these issues will be related to the tires. 

Misshapen or unbalanced tires will easily cause your wheel to shake. If this is not addressed promptly, it can cause permanent damage.

Bulges

Like cracks, bulges will sometimes form in your tire after serious wear. The weakened rubber will push outward, at which point you’ll be 
highly vulnerable to blowouts. 

Tread

Perhaps the most common indicator that your tires are nearing the end is their tread wear. It is commonly agreed upon that tire tread 
should never fall below 1/16th of an inch (or 1.6mm) in depth. One of the easiest ways to test this is by purchasing a tread gauge—
often, you can even download a gauge online.

Another way to test tire tread is by using the penny test. To perform this, all you need to do is place a penny—Lincoln facing towards 
you—upside down in a tread groove. If Lincoln’s whole head is still visible, it’s time to replace your tires.

Tire Health is Synonymous with Safety
A new set of tires can be a big expense, which means you may be inclined to put off your purchase for as long as possible. Still, 
remember: the good health of your tires is directly proportional to your vehicle’s safety.
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Take your tread, for example. Those grooves aren’t cut into your tires just for show. They’re cut into very specific patterns to wick 
away moisture and snow, ensuring your vehicle doesn’t slip and slide in poor weather. When your tread is worn, you’ll have almost no 
gripping power, regardless of whether you’re driving an AWD car or not.

Tire blowouts, too, can create a huge hazard for yourself and other drivers. When a tire pops, you’re liable to lose vehicle control, 
greatly increasing your risk of collision.

For your safety, don’t ignore tire wear. When the signs grow apparent, be sure to replace.

Choosing the Right Tires
When it comes time to buy, you’ll need to make sure you’re choosing the right kinds of tires for your car. If ill-equipped, your car may be 
susceptible to undue wear and driving hazards.

The Right Size

First and foremost, you need to learn the proper tire size for your vehicle. Otherwise, you could find yourself in big trouble. There are a 
few easy ways to determine sizing:

n  Consult your owner’s manual. Even within one vehicle model, tire sizes are bound to change from trim to trim. Your 
owner’s manual may be the most direct resource for determining size.

n  Check online. This is likely the most convenient option. You can search for your specific model and trim online, or punch 
the specifics into a tire calculator. There are several to choose from, and all of them are equally helpful.

n  Inquire at your service center. If you think it may soon be time to change tires, mention sizing to your mechanic. Not only 
will they give you the specs, they’ll probably be able to recommend some great brands.
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Types of Tires

When you’re looking for new tires, be aware that there are several different kinds to choose from. It is hotly debated which are best, but 
in truth, that answer lies with your driving habits and lifestyle. Here are three of the most common types:

n  All-Season Tires: If you live in an area that experiences both cold, snowy winters and hot summers, all-season may be the 
easiest solution. These tires can manage almost all road conditions. However, in severe cold, their tread compounds have 
been known to harden, thus lessening grip.

n  Winter/Snow Tires: Unlike all-season tires, winter and snow tires are made with compounds that remain pliable no matter 
how far the temperatures drop. They’re also cut with different tread patterns that are known to withstand ice and snow 
better.

n  Sport/High Performance Tires: If you have a vehicle that you don’t intend to brave the elements in, you might want tires 
that are better suited for speed and handling. This is where high performance tires shine.

Choosing A Brand

All tire brands will include small variations that can make a difference in the way your vehicle drives. To determine which is best for your 
car, ask your mechanic or take a look online. There are plenty of websites that specialize in tire comparisons and reviews.

A Little Maintenance Goes a Long Way
Once your new tires have been installed, you’ll probably be driving extra carefully for the first few weeks. It may seem like every pothole 
or bump in the road is going to damage your investment—this is true, in a way. Over time, these surfaces can cause your tires to wear, 
but they’re also sometimes unavoidable.

The true key to lengthening the lifespan of your tires is maintenance, plain and simple. 
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Tire Pressure

Your most frequent tire maintenance will be related to pressure. Over time, your tires are bound to lose air, particularly if you’ve driven 
over some bumpy roads or sharp objects. 

You can refer to your owner’s manual to determine what levels you’ll need to maintain. To test this, you can purchase an inexpensive 
pressure gauge. However, if you have a newer car, tire pressure monitoring may be built in to the computer system.

For optimum health, check your tire pressure at least once a month.

Balancing

Like with tire pressure, bumpy roads can throw off your tire balance. Imbalances can cause vibrations in your steering wheel and 
uneven wear.

Have your tires rebalanced every 3-6 thousand miles, or with every oil change.

Rotation

To evenly distribute wear throughout your tires (and effectively lengthen their lifespan), you’ll need to have them rotated regularly. Every 
6-8 thousand miles (or every six months) should do the trick.
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Alignment

Alignment will be your most infrequent type of tire maintenance; however, it is one of the most vital. When wheel alignment is off, your 
car will start to handle a lot differently. 

n  When coming to a stop, your car will often pull to one side

n  Even when driving or stopping straight, your wheel will be crooked

n  Steering wheel vibrations may increase

Misalignment can make your car more of a challenge to handle and can cause permanent damage to the wheels or frame. 

As a rule of thumb, it’s a good idea to have an alignment done every time new tires are installed. Afterwards, you can check on the 
alignment yearly, and schedule realignment every two years.

Treat Your Tires with Care
Tire care begins at the point of purchase, by making sure you buy the right size, type, and brand of tire. From there on out, frequent 
maintenance and attention will ensure that your tires last as long as possible. 

After reading this eBook, you ought to know all the basics to preserve your tires, and by extension, your vehicle. However, different 
brands of tires will come with their own nuances and needs. If need any help choosing the right tires, don’t hesitate to ask your 
mechanic or the experts at your local dealership.

With just a little bit of caution and basic upkeep, you’ll have no problem getting the most out of your new tires!
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