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The Honda Pilot Maintenance Schedule
With room for up to eight passengers as well as a whole heap of cargo, the Honda Pilot was 
absolutely made for your next family vacation. When you load up the kids, all your luggage, and 
maybe even a furry friend, you still ought to have enough room to kick back and relax for the long 
haul.

Between trips to the beach and mountain excursions at the family cabin, you’re bound to be putting 
a lot of miles on your Pilot. Left unaddressed, they could really pile on the wear and tear. However, 
as long as you follow this Honda Pilot maintenance schedule, warding off the wear    should be no 
problem. 

Preventative and routine maintenance is a lot simpler than it seems. A lot of things you can check 
yourself at home, and others your mechanic can take care of in just an hour or so. Read through   
this detailed eBook to figure out what all needs to be done for your Pilot.

Maintenance Minder™ Keeps Track of Your Car’s Schedule
Life gets busy, sometimes. With work, school, family functions, and a whole lot of in between,            
it can be hard to keep track of your own schedule, let alone your SUV’s maintenance schedule. 
Fortunately, Honda always has your back.

The Pilot, as well as all other vehicles in the Honda family, comes standard                                     
with the Maintenance Minder™ system. 

This smart system monitors your car’s mileage, as well as the individual performance                      
and efficiency of key components under the hood. By tracking this, it can determine exactly          
when your next service appointment is due. It’ll then let you know it’s time to make an appointment.

With the help of Maintenance Minder™, you shouldn’t need to worry about keeping track                  
of basic maintenance intervals or mileage. The Pilot has you covered. 
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Reading the Maintenance Minder™ Code

A lot of different maintenance is necessary to keep your car in shape. Maintenance Minder™ will point 
you in the direction of specific items using a simple code of numbers and letters. We’re happy to tell the 
meaning of each right now.

Main Codes

	 •	A:	It’s	time	to	change	your	engine	oil	and	oil	filter

 • B: In addition to changing the oil, you should:

   - Check the brake system (this includes brake pads, rotors, etc.).

   - Inspect the suspension and steering component (like power steering fluid).

   - Check the brakes lines and hoses for wear and tear (i.e. leaks).

   - Examine the exhaust system.

   - Inspect all other fuel lines and connections.

Sub Codes

 • 1: Rotate your tires. Be sure to check them for wear and tear, too! 

	 •	2:	Check	the	drive	belt	and	replace	the	dust	and	pollen	filter.

	 •	3:	Change	the	CVT	fluid	(if	driving	a	Continuously	Variable	Transmission	model).

 • 4: Inspect valve clearance and change your spark plugs.

 • 5: Flush and replace the engine coolant.

	 •	6:	Change	the	rear	differential	fluid	(if	driving	an	AWD	model).

	 •	7:	Replace	brake	fluid.
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Every 7,500 Miles
Typically, your first big maintenance milestone will occur around the 7,500-mile mark. At this time, 
Maintenance Minder™ will call for Code A, or an oil change. This might seem like a pretty small job,        
but it actually performs an essential function for your SUV’s performance. This is because engine oil:

• Keeps your engine clean:

 As you drive, there’s a lot of dust, dirt, and miscellaneous gunk that gets thrown into the engine    
 compartment. Over time, this grime will get into or in-between engine components, hindering                      
 their performance. However, engine oil is there to clean out the grime and debris.

• Lubricates engine parts:

 If you’ve ever looked under the hood, then you’ve noticed there are a lot of parts. When your car is   
 running, many of them are moving at superfast speeds. Engine oil provides them with the necessary   
 lubrication to keep them moving. Without enough oil, they start to rub against each other, creating   
 heavily damaging friction.

• Moderates Temperatures:

 Engine components will function differently depending on what the temperatures are like outside.   
 When it’s scorching hot in the summer or ice-cold in the winter, they may struggle a little bit. Engine   
 oil is there to help safeguard them and keep parts moving. 
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	 •	Check	all	fluid	levels	and	top	off	as	necessary

 • Inspect the driveshaft boots, tie rod ends, and steering gearbox

 • Make sure that the suspension system hasn’t incurred damage

 • Check the brake hoses and lines

Rule of Thumb: Rotate Your Tires with Every Oil Change

What exactly is a tire rotation? It’s when your mechanic moves the front tires to the back and vice versa 
(perhaps rotating them in an X pattern). This helps to spread out the tread wear evenly across each tire, 
which will in turn lengthen their lifespan.

At every oil change, you’ll also want to have your tires rotated and rebalanced. This will ensure you get the 
most miles out of them.

More Than Just an Oil Change

That oil and filter change isn’t the only bit of maintenance that needs to happen during this appointment. 
Your mechanic will want to take care of the following things, as well:
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What	is	your	brake	system	made	of?

• Brake Pads: 

  The pads are the part of the brakes that absorbs the kinetic energy of a vehicle in motion. Ultimately,   
  this is what gets your car to slow and eventually stop. However, all that energy is raw friction, and it can   
  really wear down the pads. Once they’ve worn down to below 1/4th an inch of thickness (which could fall   
  anywhere between 25k and 75k miles), you’ll want to have them replaced.

• Brake Rotors:

  Brake rotors work in conjunction with brake pads to absorb and dissipate the friction of a moving vehicle.        
  They last roughly the same amount of time as the pads, so be sure to start checking them early for wear.

• Brake Calipers:

  The calipers are the components of the brakes that push the rotors and the pads together, essentially     
  clamping everything down and snuffing out the kinetic energy. Calipers are the longest lasting component       
  in your brake system (they can last for as long as seven years), but you still need to be checking them for    
  wear and tear. 

Every 15,000 Miles
The 7,500-mile maintenance will repeat at every interval, including this one. However, this appointment 
will bring some key add-ons your technician will need to take care of for you. Front and center on this 
list is the brake system, which is comprised of three important parts (all of which need to be checked 
regularly for wear).
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Every 30,000 Miles
This service appointment calls for a couple of very important items. First and foremost, the brake fluid 
should be replaced, regardless of what your Maintenance Minder™ system is telling you. All the brake 
components we talked about before are relying on this fluid to function properly. 

Next, the spark plugs in your Pilot likely now need to be replaced. They ignite the air and fuel mixture in 
your engine, emitting a small electrical current. This current creates a spark in-between the plugs, igniting 
the air and gas in the combustion chamber to start the engine. 

There are a few signs of bad spark plugs you’ll want to look for at this time. They include engine misfires, 
slow acceleration, and even full loss of power. Without them, your car won’t be able to start. 

Every 45,000 Miles and Beyond
Up to this point, you’ve had to change quite a bit of fluid in your Honda Pilot. However, there’s a couple 
more important ones that will need to be switched out at this point. 

The engine coolant needs to be changed now. However, before you can do so, you’ll have to flush the 
system to clean it of any debris. Coolant is necessary for maintaining an appropriate operating temperature 
inside of the engine, so you’ll want to make sure this is freshened up regularly. 

Hydraulic fluid should also be checked at the 45,000-mile mark. This component is imperative 
to the transfer of power between different parts of your car. Without it, your Pilot will have trouble 
performing smoothly.

In Addition...

 At this time, your Honda technician should also:

   • Replace the air cleaner element

   • Adjust the valve clearance

   • Inspect the drive belts (adjust as necessary)

Beyond the 45,000-Mile Mark

 • At the 90,000-mile mark, you’ll want to have the transmission fluid in your Pilot replaced. Just as the   
 coolant required a full flush before replacement, this will, too.

 • At the 105,000-mile mark, you’ll want to…

   - Inspect the water pumps and idling speeds of your SUV.

   - Replace the timing belt in the car. 
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It’s Time to Get Under the Hood
When it comes to determining the maintenance schedule of your Honda Pilot, there’s no guesswork 
necessary. The Maintenance Minder™ system has you fully covered. 

As soon as a service notification appears in your Pilot, just get in touch with your local Honda 
mechanic to set up an appointment. They’ll have your SUV in and out of the shop as soon as possible.

Contact your nearest Honda dealership
to schedule service today!


