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The Honda Accord vs. The Competition
So, you’ve been considering the Honda Accord as your next midsize sedan. With its efficient yet powerful 
engine, smart suite of collision predicting features, and numerous interior amenities, it makes a great 
choice for both families and solo drivers alike. All that being said… you might have some questions 
about how it holds up against the competition.

With the midsize sedan sector being so popular these days, there are several other models vying for top 
spots in the industry. Nevertheless, when held up against a car as reliable as the Accord, some of their 
shortcomings become obvious.

In this handy eBook, we’ll give you a rundown on which models try to come close to Accord appeal, 
and which models fall short.
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The Honda Accord at a Glance
With each new generation, the Honda Accord has strived to push the envelope in terms of its own 
design, technologies, and engine offerings. In the latest iteration, it’s really taken things to a new level. 

Before we get down to business showing how it fares against the competition, let’s see what it brings to the table.

A Carefully Balanced Powertrain

Not all sedans are able to manage power and efficiency all in one, but with its standard 1.5L 4-cylinder 
engine, the 2018 Accord pulls it off. This likely has a lot to do with the engine’s turbocharging, which 
amps up the output to 192 horsepower and 192 lb-ft of torque.

Nevertheless, when you pair that turbo 4-cylinder with a standard Continuously Variable Transmission 
(CVT) with sport mode, the Accord maintains an EPA-estimated 38 MPG highway and 30 MPG city.1
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When out on the roads, nothing is more important than your safety. Understanding this, Honda has made 
their Honda Sensing® suite of safety features standard in the Accord. This collision-predicting system 
utilizes cameras and sensors to monitor the roads around your car and pre-emptively act to 
avoid accidents. Its features include (but are not limited to):

•  Adaptive Cruise Control with Low-Speed Follow
•  Collision Mitigation Braking System™

•  Road Departure Mitigation System
•  Traffic Sign Recognition System

In addition to Honda Sensing®, you’ll have available features such as the Head-Up Display. This feature 
displays necessary traffic information, such as speed limits, road signs, and safety warnings right on the 
bottom of your windshield in an unobtrusive projection. 

With high-tech safety such as that, predicting and avoiding collision scenarios should be much easier.
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Ample Interior Comforts

The 2018 Honda Accord abounds with standard conveniences like push button start and dual-zone 
automatic climate control. When you add in optional features like the leather-trimmed 12-way power-
adjustable seats and HomeLink® remote system, your convenience and comfort hit all new levels.

There are also numerous technologies included in the cabin to keep your ride smooth and fun. 
A 7-inch WVGA touchscreen with customizable feature settings is standard. Here’s where you’ll access 
features like the available Honda Satellite-Linked Navigation System™ with Voice Recognition and 
Honda HD Digital Traffic. 

There’s even an available wireless phone charger and mobile hotspot capability to help you keep your 
devices juiced up and connected to the internet while on the go!
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Honda Accord vs. Toyota Camry

First up on our list of hot competitors is the Toyota Camry. When it faces off head-to-head with the Accord, 
it matches its competitor in many areas, including performance and safety. For example, its 2.5L Dynamic 
Force 4-cylinder engine produces just about as much power as the Accord. The gas mileage is roughly the 
same, too. 

Unfortunately, when you get to the interior of the Camry, it starts to fall short. First of all, it offers just 
100.4 cubic feet of passenger space, whereas the Accord offers 105.6 cubic feet. Clearly, the Camry 
is more cramped inside. 

The Camry downsizes in terms of some of its comforts, too. While the Accord offers a 12-way 
power-adjustable seat with available heating, the Camry has only an 8-way power-adjustable seat.

The Final Verdict

In the performance and safety departments, the Toyota Camry is a respectable competitor. When it comes 
to cabin space and amenities, the sedan falls short. 
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Honda Accord vs. Nissan Altima

As soon as you start to rev the engines in these two sedans, you’ll notice the difference. As we said, 
the Accord has turbocharging under hood to boost its power and efficiency. This is something that the 
2018 Nissan Altima lacks. 

The Altima comes equipped with a 2.5L 4-cylinder. It produces a respectable amount of power at 
179 horsepower and 177 lb-ft of torque but is easily outpaced by the Accord.

Even the city mileage in the Altima is a little bit lower in the Altima at an EPA-estimated 27 MPG 
(compared to 30 MPG city in the Accord). 

The Altima also seems to fall behind in the safety department. It has a few smart features, such as 
Automatic Emergency Braking and Intelligent Forward Collision Warning. However, it lacks the Road 
Departure Mitigation System and Traffic Sign Recognition System found in the Accord (plus more).

The Final Verdict

While a stylish and fairly powerful option, the Nissan Altima just doesn’t offer up as much horsepower 
or as many smart safety features as the Accord. 
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Honda Accord vs. Hyundai Sonata

The Hyundai Sonata is another sedan that falls short of the Accord in terms of sheer performance. 
Under the hood of this sedan, you’ll find a 2.4L inline 4-cylinder engine. It does churn up 185 horsepower 
and 178 lb-ft of torque, but this is clearly outperformed by the competitor.

It puts forth a nice effort in terms of fuel economy. It even has features like gasoline direct injection to 
improve this front. Unfortunately, it lacks the CVT option and Eco Assist™ standard in the Accord. 

Without these features on its side, the Hyundai Sonata is only able to maintain an EPA-estimated 36 MPG 
highway and 25 MPG city.
 

The Final Verdict

It’s apparent: when you take out the turbocharging and CVT, power output and fuel economy both take a 
little nosedive. That doesn’t bode well for the Hyundai Sonata.
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Honda Accord vs. Mazda6

Now, with the Mazda6, we have a strong competitor. In the cabin, it has an abundance of conveniences 
and amenities, including a strong infotainment system. MAZDA CONNECT™ adds numerous music 
options such as Pandora®, as well as an SMS text message audio delivery and reply feature 
(both of which you can find in the competitor). 

Mazda6 safety is also bolstered by collision-prediction features like Smart City Brake Support and a 
rearview camera. So, where do the differences come in?

Again, performance varies. The Mazda6 features its own turbocharging but is only able to generate 
187 horsepower. That’s close… but no cigar. What’s more, it has a manual transmission that cuts 
gas mileage down to 33 MPG highway and 24 MPG city. That’s considerably less than the Accord.

The Final Verdict

In many ways, the Mazda6 meets the Accord tit-for-tat. However, its manual transmission and increased 
gas-guzzling put it a few paces behind.
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Honda Accord vs. KIA Optima

The Kia Optima is another sedan that relies greatly on interior technologies for comfort and safety. 
Namely, it employs many of the same collision-predicting features that the Honda Accord does. 

Lane Change Assist and the Rear Cross-Traffic Alert are standard in the Optima. However, to get 
features such as Autonomous Emergency Braking and Advanced Smart Cruise Control 
(the equivalents of which come standard with Honda Sensing®), you’d have to upgrade to a higher trim.

What’s more, as far as interior space goes, the Optima very nearly matches the Accord. It offers a 
passenger volume of 104.8 cubic feet, which is ample room for stretching out in.

Of course, this sedan once again lacks standard turbocharging. With a standard 2.4L inline 4-cylinder 
engine, it’s only able to produce as much as 185 horsepower and 178 lb-ft of torque. Fuel economy is 
reduced to 36 MPG highway and 25 MPG city, too.

The Final Verdict

The Kia Optima has tons of neat smart features that will appeal to tech-savvy drivers. It’s a pretty spacious 
ride, too. The only drawback is that it’s not as efficient or powerful as the Accord.
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When You Want the Top Dog…

As discerning drivers, we all want to know that we’re behind the wheel of the very best car around: 
the one with the most spacious cabin, the best interior technologies, and the most powerful and 
efficient engine.

The Honda Accord clearly has a lot of challengers in the midsize sedan sector. However, time and time 
again, it just seems to come out on top.

So, if you want to get behind the wheel of one of the best midsize sedans on the market right now, you’ll want 
to take the Honda Accord for a spin. You can do so just be getting in touch with your nearest Honda dealer.

Schedule an Accord test drive today!

1 30 city/38 highway/33 combined mpg rating for 1.5T LX, EX, EX-L and 
Touring models with CVT. 26 city/35 highway/30 combined mpg rating 
for 1.5T Sport models with 6-speed manual transmission. 29 city/35 
highway/31 combined mpg rating for 1.5T Sport models with CVT. Based 
on 2018 EPA mileage ratings. Use for comparison purposes only. Your 
mileage will vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle, 
driving conditions and other factors.
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