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The Honda College Grad Program
If you’re about to graduate from college or have recently done so, you may feel like you’re at a 
crossroads. With your university days behind you, one chapter of your life has closed, and another 
is just about to begin.

As you embark on life’s next big journey, you’re going to need a reliable set of wheels to help you get from 
Point A to Point B. Honda wants to give you a leg up to ensure your ride isn’t just dependable but stylish 
and fun, too. 

The Honda College Grad Program was made for people just like you—people preparing for the next 
chapter. Read on to learn how you can qualify, and how to embark on a second, smaller journey: 
The car-buying journey!

What is the Honda College Grad Program?
Many recent or upcoming graduates have never purchased a car before (or at least not from a 
dealership). It then becomes of the big firsts they tackle after receiving their diploma. This is, of course, 
in addition to finding their first career job, moving to a new town or city, and finding a new apartment. 
Needless to say, it’s a lot all at once, but that’s why Honda Financial ServicesSM offers the 
College Grad Program. 

If you qualify for the program, you’ll be able to save $500 on the purchase or lease of a new Honda 
model.1 An extra $500 can go a long way, perhaps contributing to the down payment and helping to cut 
down on the overall cost of your car. In addition to this, you’ll enjoy some other perks such as:

 •  Deferring you payments in the first 90 days (something that’s very 
     helpful if you’re trying to get on you feet with a new job).1    

 •  Building a solid credit early on post-graduation

 •  Access to flexible financing and lease options (competitive options, too).
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How Do You Apply for the College Grad Program?
The Honda College Grad Program is pretty simple. Applying is just as easy. It’s something that you can do 
online from the Honda Financial ServicesSM website. Fill out a form, provide some documents, and you’ll be 
on your way to approval. The requirements are as follows:

Proof of Graduation 

You need to have graduated in the past two years or prove that you are graduating within the next six 
months. Proper documentation includes a diploma, transcripts, or written verification from the registrar’s 
office at your college.

Proof of Employment

You need to be employed to make monthly payments. Show that you have a job or that you’ve recently 
accepted a job offer with paystubs or a signed employment contract.

Favorable Credit History 

You may not have built much credit up to this point, but you should be able to show that your prior history is 
promising. Ask your Honda dealership of choice what they require for specific credit documents. 

Once all requirements have been met online, you should be sent your verification and the necessary 
documents to redeem your $500 credit. Just reach out to the helpful team at your local Honda dealer 
if you have additional questions.



BramanHondaPB.com    561-790-8570 4

Our Tips & Tricks for Buying Your First Car
Buying a car from a dealership is not like buying from a private seller. The automotive industry has strict 
standards, including quality assurance standards that are in place to ensure you drive away with the most 
satisfying car available.  

If this is your first time, prepare for fun. Things are going to be different, but if you follow these tips and 
tricks, your car-buying journey won’t be a long one.

1. Prepare Your Trade-In

Most drivers come to the dealership ready to trade in their current car before purchasing their next. 
Clean up your car, inside and out, and make sure it’s up to date on basic maintenance. Then, log onto 
Kelley Blue Book® or the trade-in calculator on your Honda dealer’s website to determine its value. What 
you get for your current car can be used as a down payment on the next.

2. Browse Online First

A dealership’s lot is almost like an automotive smorgasbord. You won’t know where to start if you don’t 
get acquainted with some of its offerings online first. We recommend browsing the dealer inventory online 
before coming in to see which cars offers which features and specs.

3. Schedule a Test Drive 

Reading about a car can be very illuminating. However, the only way to know if one is right for you is to get 
behind the wheel and take it for a spin. After picking out a model or two that you like, contact the dealership 
online or over the phone and schedule a test drive.
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4. Come Prepared with Your Paperwork

A lot of documents need to be verified and filed in order to trade in or purchase a new car. 
Come prepared with:

 •  Your College Grad Program enrollment   

 •  Your current car’s title 

 •  A driver’s license

 •  Your vehicle registration 

If you stick with all these tips, you can visit the dealership, take your favorite car for a spin, and sign all the 
papers in just a few hours’ time.

Picking the Right Ride for the Next Chapter of Your Story 
Now that you’ve taken care of your enrollment and all the paperwork, you have one very important job left: 
You need to pick the right car for your needs. This is going to be your daily commuting car, your weekend 
adventure vehicle, and everything in between. You’ll probably end up spending a lot of time in it, so you 
better make sure that it’s perfectly suited to your needs.

Before you settle on one model, there’s a few qualities to consider. First of all, what size car do you need? 
If you’re typically only going to be driving solo or with a copilot, a more compact car will be perfectly fine—
this may be a more efficient option, too! On the other hand, if you lead an adventurous lifestyle and need 
extra cargo room, a midsize sedan or crossover is likely a better option. 

Let’s break down some of our favorite car options for recent college grads. 



BramanHondaPB.com    561-790-8570 6

The Honda Civic 

If you’re looking for a smaller car that excels in the efficiency department but still packs an impressive 
punch, the Honda Civic is an excellent choice. 

On one hand, it has an available single-scroll turbo 4-cylinder engine, one that produces as much as 
174 horsepower. On the other hand, it maintains an EPA-estimated 42 MPG highway and 32 MPG city 
in its EX and EX-L trims.2

This balanced performance is underscored by a uniquely sporty fastback design. Bold character lines 
contour the vehicle from nose to tail, culminating in a sloping rear that encourages terrific aerodynamics. 

The Honda Fit

Hatchbacks are a popular option for anyone who needs a bit of extra cargo room and a highly configurable 
second row. The Fit is the most compact model in the Honda family and offers loads of functionality with its 
hatchback.

The 2nd-row Magic Seat® in the Fit has a split fold that makes several utility configurations. With it 
completely folded, you get 52.7 cubic feet of cargo room suitable for a mountain bike or luggage.

Additional seating configurations include Long Mode, Tall Mode, and Refresh Mode. With all these 
configurations, you can really transform the Fit to become whatever you need it to be. 

The Honda Accord

For generations, the Accord has been a stalwart member of the Honda family, remaining one of its popular 
cars amidst the rapidly changing tastes of drivers. With its latest iteration, it’s not hard to see why. 

As a midsize sedan, it offers ample comfort for five passengers. In total, there’s 105.6 cubic feet of space 
for occupants and 16.7 cubic feet in the trunk. There’s room for a full posse and all their bags, too!

All passengers will be comprehensively protected thanks to the standard Honda Sensing® safety suite. 
These driver assisting features help watch and react to the road right alongside you. 
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The Honda HR-V

Crossovers encompass perhaps the most popular class of cars today. They’re spacious and cozy like a 
midsize sedan but have an SUV chassis and larger wheelbase for navigating rough and slippery roads.

The Honda HR-V is a somewhat smaller crossover, being closer in size to the Accord than to the larger 
Honda Pilot SUV. It’s a great fit for five passengers and offers 24.3 cubic feet of cargo space behind the 
second row.

During road trips and long commutes, it offers a slew of fun infotainment features, including available 
Apple CarPlay™ and Android Auto™. Wirelessly integrate your smartphone and you’ll be able to access 
its apps from the car’s touchscreen interface. 

Find the Right Car for the Next Chapter
Clearly, Honda has some excellent options for graduates just like you. Which do you think is the best fit for 
your new career and lifestyle? If you’re still unsure, we’d recommend getting behind the wheel and trying 
some of these cars firsthand. That ought to do wonders for solidifying your decision!

If you’ve already enrolled in the Honda College Grad Program, contact your local Honda dealership 
to set up a test drive!

1 The Honda Graduate Program is limited to the 48 U.S. contiguous states, Alaska and Hawaii. [1] For well-qualified customers who meet Honda Graduate Program criteria, subject to approval 
by Honda Financial Services (HFS). Bonus offer applies toward any new 2018 or newer model year Honda when financed or leased through HFS. Only offered at participating dealerships. Only 
one $500 Honda College Graduate Bonus offer per vehicle. LEASE: $500 applied towards the cap cost of vehicle. Monthly payment and total due at lease signing are calculated after $500 
reduction. Cannot be combined with Zero Due at Signing Lease program. PURCHASE: $500 applied towards down payment. Offer not valid on Honda Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles or used 
Honda vehicles. Offer valid through March 31, 2020, and may be terminated at any time. [2] Verifiable proof of employment or firm commitment from an employer with start date no more than 
120 days from date of finance contract. Must have graduated in past two years or will graduate in next six months. No adverse credit history. Master’s, Bachelor’s or Associate degree from U.S.-
accredited college or registered nursing school. Provide Honda dealer with credit and document requirements. [3] Option to defer first payment 90 days (60 days interest-free) is only available 
with traditional financing (not leasing).

2 25 city/36 highway/29 combined mpg rating for LX & Sport 6MT trims. 30 city/38 highway/33 combined mpg rating for LX CVT and Touring trims. 
29 city/37 highway/32 combined mpg rating for Sport CVT trim. 32 city/42 highway/36 combined mpg rating for EX & EX-L trims. 
Based on 2019 EPA mileage ratings. Use for comparison purposes only. Your mileage will vary 
depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle, driving 
conditions and other factors.


