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The Honda Civic is a reliable vehicle. And, to help ensure its dependability for many years and miles to come, it’s crucial to have 
routine maintenance performed. If you don’t have the car regularly checked out, it can result in the car breaking down when driving, 
which could lead to a serious accident.

And since maintenance is so important, it’s beneficial to know what type of service the Civic needs at any given time. In this Honda 
Civic Maintenance Schedule eBook, we’ll go over the type of work your vehicle will need to help prevent minor issues from turning into 
major problems. And, if you have any questions, or need to get your car serviced, contact your local Honda dealership.

Maintenance Minder™

The Honda Civic offers Maintenance Minder™, which makes it easy to indicate when service is due on the vehicle. When work is 
needed, a Maintenance Minder™ indicator will appear on the information display when you turn the car on. You’ll see a code that’s 
either represented by a letter (A or B) or a number (1-5 and 7). More than one code can be displayed at a time, but it’s important to 
know what each one represents...

Maintenance Main Items

A main item is represented by the letters A or B. If you see A, then you have to get your engine oil replaced. B represents the following 
needed work:

 » Replace engine oil and oil filter

 » Inspect front and rear brakes

 › Check pads and discs for wear, damage, and cracks

 › Check calipers for damage, leaks, and tightness of mounting bolts
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 » Inspect tie rod ends, steering gear box, and boots

 › Check steering linkage

 › Checks boots for damage and leaking grease

 » Inspect suspension components

 › Examine bolts for tightness

 › Look at the condition of ball joint boots for deterioration and damage

 » Inspect driveshaft boots

 › Check boots for cracks and boot bands for tightness

 » Examine brake hoses and lines, including Anti-Lock Brake System (ABS) and Vehicle Stability Assist™ (VSA®)

 › Check master cylinder and VSA® modulator-control unit for damage and any leaks

 › Check all fluid levels and condition of fluids

 › Engine coolant

 › Manual transmission (M/T) fluid

 › Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT) fluid

 › Clutch fluid

 › Brake fluid

 › Windshield washer fluid

 » Examine exhaust system

 › Check catalytic converter heat shields, exhaust pipes, and muffler for damage, leaks, and tightness
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 » Check fuel lines and connections

 › Check for loose connections, cracks, and deterioration; retighten loose connections and replace damaged parts

It’s important to note that if the Maintenance Minder™ A indicator doesn’t appear more than 12 months after the display has been 
reset, you’ll need to get your engine oil changed every year.

Maintenance Sub Items

A sub item is represented by the numbers 1-5 and 7, and designates the following service needed for your Honda Civic...

1. Rotate tires, and check tire inflation and condition

2. Replace air cleaner element

Replace dust and pollen filter

Inspect drive belt; look for cracks and damage, and check position of the drive belt auto-tensioner indicator

3. Replace M/T or CVT fluid

4. Replace spark plugs

Inspect valve clearance

5. Replace engine coolant

7. Replace brake fluid

There are several things to keep in mind when it comes to the above-mentioned sub items. If you drive in dusty conditions, you’ll need 
to have the air cleaner element replaced every 15,000 miles. If you drive in areas that have high concentrations of soot in the air from 
industry and diesel-powered vehicles, then you’ll need to have the dust and pollen filter replaced every 15,000 miles.

Additionally, if you drive in mountainous areas, you’ll need to have the transmission fluid changed more frequently than normal (about 
every 25,000 miles). This is because driving in this type of region at very low speeds results in higher transmission temperatures. 
Transmission fluid works to keep the transmission cool, but overtime, it’ll begin to age and not properly do its job. As a result, the 
transmission will begin to overheat and will soon break down, which is extremely dangerous.

Another thing to keep in mind is if sub item number 7 doesn’t appear more than 36 months after it’s been reset, you’ll need to have the 
brake fluid changed every three years.
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Additional Inspections
Along with the previously mentioned service, you’ll need to have the idle speed of the Honda Civic inspected every 160,000 miles. 
You’ll also need to get the valves adjusted during services A, B, 1, 2, or 3, if any of them are noisy.

Tire Service

Tires are an extremely important part of the Honda Civic, as they propel the car forward. In order to safely operate your vehicle, 
the tires need to be the proper type and size, in good condition with adequate tread, and be properly inflated.

Underinflated tires will wear more unevenly, which results in bad handling and a lower fuel economy. But overinflated tires aren’t 
good, either, as they’ll make the car ride harsh, prone to road hazards, and wear unevenly.

Every day before you get in your car, take a look at all four tires. If any of them look low, check the pressure with a tire gauge. If it’s 
reading lower than the recommended amount, you can either fill the tire yourself or take it to a reliable Honda service center.

When a technician inflates the car’s tires, they’ll additionally check for:

 » Any bumps, bulges, cuts, splits, or cracks in the side or tread

 » Uneven or excessive tread wear (wheel alignment will need to be checked)

 » Cracks or damage around the valve stems

If there’s any type of issue on one or more tires, they’ll either need to be rotated or repaired to ensure a longer lifespan. A tire’s life 
depends on many factors, such as:

 » Driving habits

 » Road conditions

 » Vehicle loading

 » Inflation pressure

 » Maintenance history

 » Speed

 » Environmental conditions (even when tires aren’t in use)

Because of this, it’s recommended to have the tires inspected once a year when they reach five years old (this is in addition to 
regular inspection and inflation pressure maintenance). Additionally, every tire, including the spare, should be replaced after 10 
years from the date of production, regardless of their condition.
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Schedule Service for the Honda Civic
If a Maintenance Minder™ indicator appears on the vehicle’s dash, then bring it to a nearby Honda dealership as soon as possible. 
The technicians there have years of experience working on every inch of the Civic. They’ll use only genuine parts, and will work 
quickly and efficiently to get your car in tip-top shape.

Simply contact them to schedule an appointment, and you’ll have peace of mind knowing your Civic is in good hands. So, don’t wait. 
Schedule service today!
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